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First Amendment 
Auditors



First Amendment 
Auditors

• What?

• People who film in public spaces to see if 
they are challenged on their 
constitutionally protected right to film in 
public places.

• Why?

• Ostensibly to test their rights but likely 
want to provoke a reaction that will create 
a sensational video that they can post on 
their social media accounts. 
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Illinois Law: Public Act 098-1142

In 2014 the Act amended the two-
party consent law.

You can legally record someone if you 
are not doing it surreptitiously

AND 

You are doing it in a place where there 
isn’t a reasonable expectation of 
privacy, i.e., in a public place.

Examples of public 
places:

• Municipal buildings

• Parks

• Police offices

• Post offices

• Public Libraries
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Private Areas

oNot all areas in the library are “public”

oRestrooms

oClearly marked (ideally locked) staff 
areas

oYou cannot record or photograph in 
“private” areas
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How to 
Handle

Do not engage with 
First Amendment 
auditors who are not 
violating library 
policies (privacy, 
harassment)

Allowing them to film 
without incident 
means that they will 
not get the dramatic 
video they want, and 
they will leave 
quickly

Except for private 
areas, 
photos/recording 
are permitted in 
public spaces – even 
if the person stares 
at you with their 
camera for 10 
minutes. It's 
infuriating and feels 
wrong, but it's legal.
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Choose Your Own Adventure
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First Amendment Audits: Questions

1. How do I know if someone is doing a first amendment 
audit vs just filming randomly?

2. What if someone is filming/photographing children?

3. Don’t I, as a staff member, have a right to privacy? 
What if they post a video/picture online without my 
permission?



Book Challenges



Book challenges increased by 614% from 2020-2022!

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks/by-the-numbers

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks/by-the-numbers




Book bans in 
Illinois

• In the state of Illinois, 
there were 67 attempts 
to ban books in 2022

• Currently, the five states 
most prevalently 
outlawing books are 
Florida, Missouri, South 
Carolina, Texas, and 
Utah. Approximately 
one-third of these book 
bans went into effect 
due to state laws.

• Illinois has a new law, 
Public Act 103-0100, 
that goes into effect 
January 1, 2024 that 
restricts book bans in 
public libraries

Illinois becomes first state in 
U.S. to put a ban on book 
bans with new law

https://www.ilsos.gov/depar
tments/library/ban_book_ba
ns/news/essence-
061423.html

https://www.ilsos.gov/departments/library/ban_book_bans/news/essence-061423.html
https://www.ilsos.gov/departments/library/ban_book_bans/news/essence-061423.html
https://www.ilsos.gov/departments/library/ban_book_bans/news/essence-061423.html
https://www.ilsos.gov/departments/library/ban_book_bans/news/essence-061423.html


You Are NOT 
Alone

There are organizations and 
resources that will help you 
navigate these murky waters:

•Banned & Challenged Books 
(ALA)

•Office for Intellectual 
Freedom (ALA)

•Intellectual Freedom (ALA)

•Challenge Support (ALA)

•Freedom to Read 
Foundation

•Censorship & Book 
Challenges (IHLS)

•Intellectual Freedom Round 
Table (ALA)

•National Coalition Against 
Censorship

•Materials Challenges (RAILS)

•How to Respond to 
Challenges (ALA)

https://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/offices/oif
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/offices/oif
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/respond
https://www.ala.org/tools/node/513/
https://www.ftrf.org/
https://www.ftrf.org/
https://www.illinoisheartland.org/issues/book-challenges
https://www.illinoisheartland.org/issues/book-challenges
https://www.ala.org/rt/ifrt/about
https://www.ala.org/rt/ifrt/about
https://ncac.org/resources
https://ncac.org/resources
https://railslibraries.org/materials-challenges
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/respond
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport/respond


You Are NOT 
Alone

https://railslibraries.org/news/106261



Suggestions on How to Prepare for these 
Difficult Questions

First, know your policies:

• Collection Management Policy

• Social Media Policy

• Meeting Rooms Policy

• Conduct/Behavior Policy

• Library Bill of Rights

• Freedom to Read

• Freedom to View

Talking Points You Can Use:

“We provide choices but don’t endorse any single point of 
view.”

“We know that among the range of materials we provide, 
there will be those of interest to and valued by some that are 
considered controversial by others; however, one person’s idea 
of “controversial” is not necessarily the same as another’s.”

“Parents and guardians are the single most important 
influence as a child makes choices about what to read - we not 
only encourage but expect them to guide their own children’s 
reading.”

“We support our community members’ recreational reading 
and research interests by providing access to thousands of 
books and other materials on a wide range of topics reflecting 
many aspects of the world in which we live.”

https://www.ala.org/aboutala/offices/oif/LBOR-FTR-statement-pamphlet
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/offices/oif/LBOR-FTR-statement-pamphlet
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/intfreedom/freedomviewstatement


Questions library staff may have regarding 
book & material challenges

1. How do I handle difficult conversations with 
individuals seeking to ban books, especially 
parents concerned about what their kids are 
reading?

2. What if someone says that children are too young 
to begin reading a book that addresses sexually 
explicit topics?

3. Why don’t you have this book?



Incivility & Emboldened 
Opinions



On-site protests in libraries 
are on the rise

They were once extremely 
rare but now they occur 
much more frequently

Library Protests
• Downers Grove: Drag 

Queen Bingo

• Elmhurst: LGBTQ+ Book 
Displays

• Niles: Library Budget Cuts

• Park Ridge: Masks

• St Charles: Masks











Protests at 
the library

1. The protesters are my friends 
and neighbors. How should I 
react to them?

2. What if community members 
express concern about the 
protesters? Is there anything 
the library can do?

3. What if protesters interfere 
with library users entering the 
library?



Discussion & Questions
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